| wwe Account of theunjuſt and iNegal p ro- 
- ws of Richard Rainsford and Roger Nor 
Wand others; agatnſt Thomas Allen, Francis 
i, Richard Coe, and William Line, bein 0g 

þ as are” called Quakers at the 


GENERAL 


wy YU "Hocns at the... 


STLE In NORTHAMPTON. 


ie 12. and 1: 3 days of the 10#þ. moneth 


es ; where ak R azneford fat in Judgment, 
"0 AND 
x Richard Rainsford ſaw that the Playue was ſomewhat 
Baſed; (as Pharacb did Exodas 9. 34.) be hardened his heare, 
X hoſe calted Juſtices thatjoyned with him, ſotheir hearts 
Wer hardened rhat they attempred the ſecondrime un juſtly co 
WeSenrenoe to Tranſport the Servants of the.Lord to: the | 
' J' of Barbedes. | ., 
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Out-cry of the Innocent and Op- 


7 FPon the 13. day of the 10th. Maneth in the Afrernoon,when 
LT the other bulineſs of the Connery was ended, the Priſoners 
rebrought from the Goal where they had been kept near five 
meths, and being come were ſet ro the Bar, Richard Raynsford 
owas Judge, commanded the Goaler to take off their Hates, 
was done, then one of the Priſoners named Thimas Allen, 
unto.them, if ye were men of Wiſdom and underſtaiiding, ye 
ud not ſeem to take notice of ſiich a beggerly Rudiment as . 
beHat; whereat fome of them latghed like Children ina Play ; 
tntive Copre being filent agingthe ge commanded the Clerk 
pred the [ndiftment, which was done, the ſubſtance. of it was, 
that che Priſoners bein formerly taken, at an unlawful afſembly, 
Meeting, or Conventicle at the Houſe of Thomas Allen in Dingly, 
oether with divers MalefaRors, to the number of 30. perſons, 
F above, and being thereof eyice lawfully convited before 
Maar Cockain, Lord Viſcount Cullaine, Roger Norwich Faronet, 
md Lewis Palmer Eſquire , and being ſince that takenagain at the 
ape place, and committed to Priſon by the ſaid Roger Norwich, 
amaLors Palmer,as difturbers of the publick peace,ſtood lawful- 
[19.0 ted for thefame, &c. mich more of falſhood and lies was 
aged unto it,” as it is ordwarily known to them that are acquain= 
& with their PraQice z neverthele(s, the Fugge ſpake to*! hom, 
Wen, Are you guilty of chis Indi&ment or.uot ? ro which he an- 
ered, The Ind;Giment I find # falſe, and may bave as many lies in 
L cr at which the F=dge ſeemed angry, ſaying, Lies, lies! 
W#ePrifoner anſwered, A lie is alie, and how ſhould I otherwiſe ex- 
I55#: chen the Fzdgefaid again, Well, are you guilty or not ? 
| merthe Priſoner anſwered , 1 am not guilty of what is contained in 
et (ment, Then- ttre age called Francys Child, Arc thou 
ty or a0t guilty 2 Towhichhe anſwered, I have ſomething 
$57. » 4. T: 
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* ourſkrift Impriſonment«zo wopk for our bread, ,forT believes 


fear you not,do your work that you may have your wages, forth 


ing done, Thomas” :llen having the ACt there, read and ſhewed 


 eonnt the day tipon which the; thoy]Jdhavs been kept.ah&thiel 
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to fay before 1 plead to thats Lam very glad the Lordhathi WE 


me'worthy.at this day. to bear witnel(s to-his truth againſt gh 
hearted and cruel Generation; I delire we may be removed 


might find more nierey anoriyft the Twrk#i"- 1013 19016 nh 
The Fudge (aid again, are you guilty or not of this Tndilimen y® 
Pri/, [am not guilty, for there are many-lies in Tt,”therelnt 
Lord hath yet more Arrows to ſhoot at you. | , 
Fuage-called to William Line, (aying, are you giilty or not full 
Priſoner, T am not guilty, I have been but twice convideh 
your Law. os 5 ere” On 
Fudge. What have you to ſay for your ſelf ?Pri.I am aLabouy 
man and have a Wife and five Children, and if you take mef 
my labour it may g>hard with'them. . ©  * 2 © 08 
Richard Coe being demanded the (ame as the other by thelu 
he anſwered, that he was not guilty. =: en 
Then a ſort of poor Cotintry men, whom they had preparkt 
p1rpoſe,for their ſervice, were called and ſworn to, this ; tht 
that they ſhould well and cruly ery betwixc the King and thef 
ſoners at the Bar, according to the Evidence; exceptions 1 þ 
made againft ſome'of them'by the Prifoners, knowing themed! 
men as were not capable of doing fuch a ſervice, telling che Col 
that by a Law lately made they might-not ſerve, having uotly 
of ſuch a value; bur one Randolph a known enemy to the tri bq 
God, executing the Clerks Office, (aid, they may ſerve your twil 
and would not allow of our exceptions, but proceeded to theeh 
avination of Witneſſes that were brought 11 againſt us,W ich 
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the Court and Jury a Proviſoin it, in theſe. words followiig 
Provided alwayes that no perſon ſhall be puniſhed for atty offente Tt 
thi Act, unleſs ſuch Offenders be proſecuted for the fame" Xithjm1 | 

Muneths after the Offence committed, Nevertheleſs; the Fallen 
fuſed to allow us the benefit of rhe Law in that particulat, "& 
though we had been in Priſon near five. Monerks, and had'ſo mi 
exceeded the limit of the Aft, and pleaded 3gain't ns, faying, 


Seffions was adjourned betauſe of the Stekneſs, and pou lab 
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beta one day ; which were” more then Two Moneths after *fl 
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> _ | | < Ye : 
hm Pen anfwered, Neg, hes are two: dayes beſides many 
yes betewixe: '"nevertheleſsche: Fudgoknowing they hada Jury 
Lv Whbm they could-ſer their own flump 23) cafilyagupon't 
AmpofCiay; food ;oppolite wthe thingy alchougt allowed and 
pproved by (everal others uponthelike.vecalion ; thentheiIudge 


fa  y08 are ſuch as will nnt be ſubjeft$0 the King's Lawes:; to: which * 


"hong Allen anſwered,art thoua-man fitingin Judgment and haſt 
"no moreto ſay againſt.ns, rhe: veryp\Rabble iacthe Streets caniſay 
hemach'as that'z>but tell os4f cha canft what Hawes of the Nats 
 aarhereare whith-we aret noomore;ſubjeft ro ithen. you Yody 
| ſaves, Gave only thoſe which concern the Worſhip of God, which 
| Giog and Parliament have nothingaat all'co do with, for whatipos 
werandanthority is that. whichiwilkdare to-take upon themto 
-preforibe'a way! for: God's Worſhip?>E-:(ap,ithisis Antithriſt; cbe 
Ingheftprefumptionin all che'6arth &' dhen the Fxdge faidgi.do not 
oſcribe' a way 7 the Ffrifoner-anſweved,} nay, wei preſcribe 
Then the Fzage ſpoke to the Fury to go forth: | - | 


nas Allen (aid, whatneed theyzo. go forth,are:wenot. clear. - 


Jy acquited by the A+ £0 which.the \Fadge would give no An- 
hens (be Fovy ſtanding'Rilb:in the: Cotur,| :Rardoipb:theiGlerk 
midthemthepmuſt gotorchi; rhenthey; begiineo,go away, but: 
Jhoms Allen called them toſtay a whitey whictythey did,; then he 
Take ro them in theſe words, Frixzds, lwould bave you totake 
"notice of the great Jorg of. God which havecome upon 
thisNation;fince chelecruel Lawes: were miticrand pyr in execu- 
Hon againſt us, you know we:had ſome years! agane a great: and 
 tempeſſuons wind by» which many:Treds were: torn up by. the 


"Roots, and Houſes laid on heaps; after that a ſtrange infeftious | 


" Ciſeaſe fel] among Horfes,(uch a one as bath not nſually been heard 
| of, whereby many hundreds died in ſeveral places ; to the great 

{mage of Husbandmen and others;after that. a great rot of: Sheep 
Sor two years together, by which many men.were rywed; whoſe 
"Mibſtanceconfifted principally mthoſe,Cattlez and now of late a 
"fore Judgment of the Plagre,ſuch as never-was in the: memory of 
"Man,:in (o much'that che Plagzuexof Englind bath been well nigh 
-<qualtothe Plagues of Egipt;- and befides all theſe, the trade and 
- proſperity of che Nation is: ſo. mich decayed, that things never 
-Þboked- with (ich a face in England. as they do at this day. But 


$ he was thus ſpeaking to them , they were commanded to | 
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: goforth,- @they FERNEFS 2, a pretty "while, col 
 comingia, it was aked. whether or no-they, —— 
theic verdiQ&2; vw orameey yes ; then the Glenkacked th 
who ſhould (peak for chem? ut they being men altog 
8oquainted wich ſucks (eevice,aade uo Anſwer ;thenir v 
againif the Foremanſtivuld (peak for them? they (aid, ih 
fad the Clerk,, how do you fad:them > the Foreman GidG ly 
ewice ; wellthen Red eeGirk von fndehemguilty ? they 
manAaid, Yes; upon thisthe: Clerk recorded: oo all ger. 
the Fnage palied paſſed tentence upon them, to he Tranſhorted ate 4 
dos, and:no more. The bu nefs being done, ſome of the Fung 
told the Prifoners thit chings were not. rightly done 3ccordingy 
their agreement, for theagreement'was to ©04:36; chem: whey = 
upon the: Priſoners asked chemphy chey did not: ſpeak: n l 
ſee ſucha'groſsmiſcarriage in the-Court 2 eheirianſmer, was;chy 
mapa ſhould have fpokengthe Fragy would have.laid thy 
by the heels. yt 
"them all may ſee the; groſimalicious wickedveſs and corruptia 
both of Richard Rayferd Jung and\Kar#olphithat was Clerks. 
Firſt, mdenyingche Prifoners the benefit afithe.l;aw'; wh nd 
exhers have had at Ny -avdhave:berkiay 
quited thereupon withoutany:ot I IEEE 3 
preg pn NE. DA bye Jury NOT allowed nar appro i 
by the: Law, the! 
Fhirdiy, inaccaliowing” the Priſoners.their oxcpton b 
a them, nartheivlawtalreaſons why. | 2 6544 Nt 16 
Laſtly;in perverting the: Jiidgment.and verdidt of che fargad j 
paſtiagfentence tliereupon: | > : / « 
Ok thou County of Northampton who are placed upon chem 
dle and cop of the Navion,whoſe Waters Gl fromthe tal, Wa 
North and South, mto the Ocean, thou baft:inthis work of; 
ſecution exceeded gli the Counties of this Nation, thou -wertth 
firſtthat in allirhe $ouck of England(eleveniyearsago)Jimprift ol ; 
the true Prophets of the'Lord, whom the Lord had railedind 
North Country, - William Derrsberry, Fobn Whitehead, Thy ' 
Stubs andThomas Coodaire,wnith many moregheDevilhath hadbs 
chief Inland Garriſon in the midft of thee,omd hisdintrumeints ha at 
continuallyito this day caft.inroithy Prifom the (ervants of d d 
Lord, .and ns have there borne theirfaithful Teſtimonies for 


I. 
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Salperythy anda wickeder: cruebGoalers hath beer found'in”-. 
hd then hath been theze to this days! and the 'Priefits there 
xa their treagrh at alhtimes..co drive op. the Magiſtrates 


44 00% 
eo perlecute-, and never had they one.more at their command 
hen Judge Rayniford is for them at this day- ; who hath been 
dglone Magiſtrate chat hath” eaufed* Perfecurion of .che Lords 
wplend toiexecte the crnelandbunmercifat Ah} banding 
of thetts Fob Whirfield Prieſt of Bughtook:y. and one Richar 
Maw atid 7 homas Fg, the Priefts of Kiſlinberry and Fartinngotorr 
| #ethey which ride upou the back of tlie Beaſt £0 make liam be the: 
mectrtioners of their bloody intents; thele Priefts ave caſt into 
tePrifn this laſt pear divers of the Lords people, becauſe chey 
'@ald not for Conſcience ſake pay then Pyrhey at the beginning 
rveſt, and 'when they #ere'th Prifon, they cirryed away the 
"poor peoples Grain, in:ſone phaces above half/ char grEw. upon 
'thejr Land; and ſome asked them why they didifo? they an- , 
ſered char chey might take whar they would, chere was no Law _ 
frihe Qrakers now; and((tHf keeps their bodies'in Prifon to 
Ss dy. Thus O County of! Nortbampron eliou' wilt' ane daybe 
&fen'a ſhame to the: Nation;"-bue this-we fay im hononw of thofe 
Merfrates chat have been true fuffering' Royalifts; node: one of 
(Hemrthat formerly ſuffered for the lace King,” but hath-and dothy 
"few chewſelves like men in their plates, and wilt hayeno hand tt 
"Perſecution, bue thoſe ehat frave beer Trermeouis ofithe Aibalekzteſt 
"0 breed, chey'are the mer chat drive on the [Jevils work of Perfe- 
"= a this Country ;-for they haviug never done'no good for 
"IF fhefr King before: Now they think there is no other way to/nies 
nd get inev the faybur of the King; bur by perſecutingoP the. 
y | bt the Lnrd, andat'laſt they 'will-proverhe' greateſt ene» 
'mies to the King if the: Nation, and'a hiflingnuts: aft people. In 
"this Cotmcty was the fiifibloodfhed in the beginning of chelate - 
War that was ſhed in England, and 'at' Neby the late Kingupor 
= tie very top of England had his laſt' aad toral overthrow ;' upory 
MW tle'top of chis Narion Fobn Lambert was taken, and had his great 
mdlaftfoverthrow:-fonr years ag» the-Lord (ent a Ram in May 
that drowned a Town called Weedon, and other Towns'on the _ 
# | top of England to the damage of many thoulandsiof pounds, and 
WF ever did no hurt in places where it went lower; and now'this 
WF it Viſitation this year no'lefs then: 6, Towns I | 
. = 5 tne 


ERR. 

; F the Plague, -andiyet they.repent:notlof their wickedneſs, hui 

| ' | go.onitdiproveke the Lord ci + (1) 51/5 (920) 13056 1571 ul 
The Cduſe of the Innotent fpread before the Lord, and th wh 
 Procerdings of the” Rulers againft them, before all People, "2 


5 
a 


| Lucke 18, 57. Now ſhall-not: God avenge his.Elef whichcry dayzy 
night anto bim, yeathough:be ſuffers long for. 4hem, tell you begy 
avenge, them quickly. * Therefore; all ye Rulers of this Nationd 
England that have (et.your ſelves in battle ray withall your wigh 
and power againſt the Lord and againſt his ſeed, that accordingay 
what his true; Prophet Feremiab declared, the Lord hath raiſgh 
- this Northern I{land, which he hath (aid myſt dwellin their On 
Land, you through the'eavy jand wickednefs that ry/es jvyay 
hearts ſeeks to muriber baniſhpmipriſon, perſecute;and.to 799,66 20 
to deſtroy ghis ſeed; whom the Lord hath raiſed., and that behy 
bleſſed and will bleſs now,heneeforth and for evermore. . . ; {al 
Now. that your. wickedoe(s may appear even to. your own val 
and that you;may beaſhamed-for that-which you hare done,;qh 
area doing againſt, the Lord and agaiaſt his people here” among 
you: I would have yon toconfider what: che Lovd bath donely 
you, ye Rulers of England, remember, were.you not inalowe 
dition n>t,many,years fince, -and was itthen in,your hearts.toe 
©O 11 a5 now you haye done, if the Lord would bu.reſtore youu 
co. your powerand places-again2; if you were at that, time ſo.r6 
ved. to do, your tongues and deelatation did not at that timedy 
clarg.the ſame thingy but it was promiſed that.none ſhould lull 
for his, Religion, in caſe he lived peaceably in the Nation, a 
theſe. promiles were-not; by-force. forced from you, bus mt 
done freely by you , andjjr was-the: L;ard that made the; ermg 
with-you, and fot mari; and; after that; time, the Lord gave,Yo 
enemies into. your;hands,; and-without ypur, Sword or Bows 
che valour of your men of War, the Lord brought you again 
e£o-your Poſſeſſion, aud the. Lord performed what he had deciea 
- as Concerning your Reftauration;, and.it had been ell for 5 
and this Nationifiyou had performed, what, you, had promiegl 
the Lordin che. behalf of his'peoples {but to this day the Lok 
_ people hath and doth: grievoully ſuffer under your power, wt 
hath lived peaceably under you, and hath never at any team 
tefted your Authority,, neither have they. ever made ai1y P p: by 
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ſpicacie _—_ you or your Anthoricy,” nor never wy 

ot het:dud, $o this day, and yer yehave' madeus the only 
akthatye ſhoot at , contrary to what ye have promiſed nnto 
and before the Righteous God we have ſpread our innocent 
miſadſufferiogs,and he hath heard our cry,and now he is ariſen 
aaleadour Cauſe, and wo and miſery and deftruftion will af- 
gedipbe the portion. of all choſe that are found fighting againit 
i; a4you are at this day. | Pd air 7 ere 
Hear 0 yee Rulers of England the Lords controveriie againt 
w,y0u-bave contrary to your promiſes abuſed, perſecuted,im- 
wiaced his ſervants, and you have made an unrighteous Law to 
wa chem forth of the Land, and you bave put in execution this 
wiraanatural Law,& are ll puttiogac into execution, you have 
mdned your hearts far beyond Phargrh , and your cruelty tos 
wards the Lords people hatb far exceeded his cowards Tjrael, be 
werimpriſoned the Iraelztes, neither did he ever ſhut chem up 
tht they might not labour for their livelihood, but you have ſhut 
wihonſands of che Lords people tn Priſons and. Dungeons , and 
hare they are at Chis day, and by that means they cannoe labour 
pbeheir bands co get bread for them(clyes and their families, 
yer you are fo crael chat you force your taxes from them : 


Jamelcy far exceeding Egips bondage; and Phargob's lin was, ke 
ae 


wal naothave bad Jjrae! gone from him out of his Country, 
inthe Lord-ſent for them by Myſes:3: -buc your finis this, you 


wermade aLawtoforce the Lorgs peopleout of their Native 


Laatry, where che Lord hath raiſed them, and placed them; 
lerefore as you have exceeded them in cruelty, towards the 
attiepeople, ſo will the Lord multiply his Plagues upon you as 
waEzipt, untill you be made to let 1/r9e! alone ro Worſhip the 
Lordi as his good Spirit {ball Jeadand direGt them z and notwich- 

(ding you have.thus rebelled againſt cheLord , and abuſed his 
wants ever fince the. Lord hath reſtored you into power, yet 
Wbthe Lords mercy been ſhewed towards you, and his good 
hi hath a long cime ſtciven with you, and the Lords ſervants 
whom ziou call @xakers have at all times been faithful unto/you, 
they have told you the mind .of the Lord;-and what would 
kweupon you in caſe you went on with your wicked work of 
teffecution of che Innocent, but to this day you have regarded 
them not, but bave perſecuted and abuſed them, both Rulers, 
re: - B Priefts, 
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Priefts, and People, 'and you have dealt far worſe and ont 
chemthen Pharaoh did by Moſer 'and- Aaron; and now'thei 
wrath is kindled againſt you, and there is like tobe no'remad 
you have hardned your hearts againitthe Lord; and you hav 
believed his Prophets,therefore you cannot proſper; ehy Ju l 
O Englandhbave perverted the Law,and by that means hathy 
many widdows and fatherleſs Children, and their cry bathighy 
into the ears of the Lord of -Hoſts, -who now- will ſurely ph 
their Cauſe, and will reward into thy boſom for the wrongtty 
haſt doneunto his Choſen, and as thou haſt(notwithftandingy 
warnings) hardned thy heart againſt the Lord and his people 
now hath he given thee up to hardneſs of heart, the greatiWie 
all:Judgmenrs, and the neareſt to deſtruQion, and thou hail 
thy eyes againſt the light,and would neither ſee nor hear,nortaliiy 
notice of the mighty” works of the Lord that he liath made 
feſt in thee, and now-great is the darkneſs that hath covered ai 

bn (aw inthe Revelation three unclean Spirics like Frogs 

out of the mouth of the Dragon, Reaft and falſe Prophets 
they have come unto thee to ſtir chee up to battle againſt the wi 
day of God Almighty, and ro'two of theſe thon haſt lent thy 
and took their Councel, O how hath thy falſe Prophets dertiy 
thee,and perſwaded thee to carry onthy work of perſecutiong 
baniſhing the righteous out of thy Land, and though the Lordy 
peared in his Judgments againſt theeever fince the very weelli 
thou begins to baniſh his ſervants, yet have they'not givenot 
but both in Ciryes and Countryes they have made it theiruw 
to preach to the People that the Plague would not ceaſe, but 
4iereaſe becauſe the Rnlers had nnt baniſhed the Q2kers forthi 
the Land, and ſo Fudge Rainsford ſaid this Seſſions in open Cay 
That the Reaſor was that Gods Fndgments were ſo in the Nationl 

. cauſe they bad nut removed the Quakers ont of the Land; butheal 
other Judges and Rulers being blind, cannot or will not ſeemtt 
s the cauſe, no morethen Pharaoh could -when the Lord ſtruck 
his Chari >t Wheels when he was purſuing 1fael into the Sea, Tl 
ye Judges and Rulers, if that 'is the. cauſe that Gods Judgmenſh® 
are ſo upon the Nation, then why did you not make more haftit 
remove-Gods Fudgment; have not you ſeen how the Lord bi 
fought againſt: you ever ſince you haye gone about this cul #i 
work of Perlecution,and eſpecially of baniſhing the Lords peapt by 
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tncver proſpered fince' you have begun.in anything that 
wave pur your hands unto, how, hath'the Lord fought | 
byons:: will all bis four Elements, as Winds, Fire, and. Wa- 
ind-choſe creatures that havefed upon the Eacth, how haye 
ibeen-.cbrrupted and brought to nothing, to the impoveriſh- 
o "thy Inbabicants, how hath thy Trading decayed both in 
bages and Countryes,, ſo that the peoples bearts even now be- 
Seo fail cher, and t eſe going before. to: forewarnthee, byt 
taking no notice of themghow hath the Lord (mate thee late= 
Sa thy Cicyevwith.the Plague,; and laid thouſands upon heaps 
@z{hort ſpace, but this thy Rulers: havetaken little notice of- 
ther ; and now the Lord hath much caken this Judgmegt of the 


theme off 0 thee, once more £0 try thee if thou will let his peo- 


lego free, bur being taken off, thy Rulers begins again to har- 
ma.@ncheir hearts, and already make baft to. gq on with their cur- 
work of ſentencing the people of the Lord in this County of 
lNntbampton.to Baniſhment, as is ſeen. by Richard Rainiford this 
Sons, who ſaid the cayſe-was.why he did: not da it.at Michae/mas 
Sons was , becauſe of the Plagne,which that time was hot in 
SeCountry, but nowheisthe firſt inthe Natiog that is heard af 
1 begins this wicked work,as Pharach did when the Plague was 
ken off, but ic cannot be but, taken notice of, that though the 
eve bad ceaſed in London. many. weeks before, yet that week 
Wt /this wicked Judge began his:curſed work to ſentence the in= 
amcent again, that very , week the Lord made an encreaſe of the 
Thone apain in the Chief Cizy , to let him and. al! other wicked 
1 ers know that their work of perſecution is the cauſe of the 
0 Lands ſending and continuing of his Judgments upon this Land, 
ly 0d it had been well if the Rulers in this Nation after they had ſo 
rh prievouſly ſinned againſt che Lord in perſecuting of his people,and 
ythat work had cauſed Gods Jules to be poured down 
aponthem, and if they had repented of their evil works,and with 
David had been willing to have fallen into the hands of the Lord, 
tmight have been that the Lord would have been merciful unto- 
hem, and. the Lords wrath might have been appeaſed towards 
them and the Land, but they have and do Rtill rebell againſt the 
Lord, and (ay in their hearts ſtill, We know not the Lord, and who 
bthe Lord that we ſhould obey him? and will do what they can ta; 
Giveon their Chariots, (though the Lord hath ſtruck off, their 
R.- - Wheels) _ 
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